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B’NAI MITZVAH GUIDE

Emanu-El ==

THIS GUIDE HAS BEEN PREPARED TO ASSIST YOU, OUR BAR/BAT MITZVAH FAMILIES, WITH PREPARATION
FOR YOUR FAMILY’S SIMCHA. IT REFLECTS THE CURRENT THOUGHTS, PRACTICES, AND TRADITIONS OF
OUR CONGREGATION. PLEASE TAKE SOME TIME TO REVIEW THIS MATERIAL. AS YOU WILL SEE, IT ANSWERS
MANYQUESTIONS AND WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT IT WILL HELP SIMPLIFY THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH PROCESS
FOR YOU,OUR SYNAGOGUE STAFF, AS WELL AS OUR TEAM OF LAY LEADERS. WE HAVE DONE OUR VERY
BEST TO OUTLINE THE MAJOR ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CELEBRATION OF BAR/BAT MITZVAH AT
TEMPLE EMANU-EL.THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH IS AMONGST THE MOST IMPORTANT MILESTONE EVENTS IN
THE LIFETIME OF A JEW. ON THIS DAY, OUR B’NAI MITZVAH (CHILDREN OF THE COMMANDMENTS) IN
ACCORDANCE WITH JEWISH LAW AND CUSTOM, COME OF AGE. NO LONGER CONSIDERED MINORS,
OUR B’NAI MITZVAH ARE OBLIGATED AND HONORED TO FULFILL ADULT RELIGIOUS RESPONSIBILITIES,
WHICH INCLUDE: ALIYOT (BEING CALLED UP TO THE TORAH TO RECITE THE BLESSINGS); BECOMING
FULL-FLEDGED MEMBERS OF A MINYAN (THE PRAYER QUORUM OF TEN); FASTING ON YOM KIPPUR, AND
PERFORMING MITZVOT SUCH AS TZEDAKAH (CHARITY) AND GEMILUT CHASIDIM (ACTS OF KINDNESS).
ON THE DAY THAT THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH IS CALLED TO THE TORAH FOR THE FIRST TIME, HE/SHE
INDICATES PUBLICLY THE ASSUMPTION OF A NEW ROLE AND ACQUISITION OF A NEW STATUS WITHIN
THE COMMUNITY. ALTHOUGH NO RELIGIOUS CEREMONY IS ACTUALLY REQUIRED, THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH
RITUAL OFFERS CHILDREN AND FAMILIES A SPIRITUALLY MEANINGFUL WAY TO DEMONSTRATE PUBLICLY
THEIR SHARED COMMITMENT TO LIVING A JEWISH LIFE. IT IS TRULY A JOY AND A PRIVILEGE FOR EACH
FAMILY TO REACH THIS OCCASION.ONCE AGAIN, MAZAL TOV! IT IS OUR SINCERE HOPE THAT YOUR
BAR/BAT MITZVAH CELEBRATION WILL BE COMPLETE, FILLED WITH JOY AND REFLECTIVE OF THE
RELIGIOUS VALUES OF JUDAISM, AND OUR SYNAGOGUE.

BEST WISHES FOR A WONDERFUL AND MEANINGFUL SIMCHAH.

MARC PHILIPPE,
CANTOR & B’NAI MITZVAH COORDINATOR




YOUR FAMILY’S JOURNEY

YOUR CHILD’S BAR/BAT MITZVAH IS AN AFFIRMATION OF YOUR FAMILY’S COMMITMENT TO JEWISH

COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION, AN EXHILARATING MOMENT IN A JOURNEY OF LEARNING, SPIRITUAL
GROWTH AND COMMITMENT TO MITZVOT. YOU WILL DISCOVER THE REWARDS OF RECOGNIZING YOUR
CHILD’S STEPS FROM CHILDHOOD TOWARDS MATURITY WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A COMMITED JEWISH
LIFE. AND, IT IS HOLY FOR US A COMMUNITY TO SUPPORT AND CELEBRATE THIS TRANSFORMATION WITH YOU.

AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL, THIS JOURNEY OFFICIALLY BEGINS WHEN A CHILD IS IN THIRD GRADE WITH THE
BEGINNING OF HEBREW AND JUDAICS CLASSES, THUS PREPARING THEM FOR BAR/BAT MITZVAH. THIS

JOURNEY WILL BE ONE TOWARDS MITZVOT, THE COMMANDMENTS OF JEWISH LAW THAT FRAME THE WAY
JEWS SERVE G-D AND THEIR COMMUNITIES THROUGH STUDY, PRAYER, AND ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS.

WHEN YOUR CHILD RECEIVED HIS/HER NAME, THE COMMUNITY EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT HE OR SHE

WILL BE LED TO TORAH, CHUPPAH, AND MA’ASIM TOVIM (GOOD DEEDS). THE JOURNEY TO AND THROUGH

THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH INCLUDES THE FIRST STEPS YOUR CHILD WILL TAKE TOWARD THE FIRST HOPE,
TORAH. MAY THIS BE A FULFILLING STEP ON YOUR CHILD’S AND YOUR FAMILY’S JEWISH JOURNEY AND
YOUR TIES TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND JEWISH TRADITION TO BE STRENGTHENED BY IT.

THIS BOOKLET IS DESIGNED TO GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH JOURNEY YEAR-BY-YEAR
BEGINNING WITH THIRD GRADE. IT WILL BECOME YOUR QUICK REFERENCE FOR MOST EVERYTHING
HAVING TO DO WITH YOUR CHILD’S BAR/BAT MITZVAH. WE HAVE TRIED TO ANTICIPATE YOUR QUESTIONS
AND PROVIDE YOU WITH ANSWERS.



WHO BECOMES A BAR/BAT MITZVAH AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL

A JEWISH CHILD BECOMES BAR/BAT MITZVAH UPON REACHING HIS/HER THIRTEENTH BIRTHDAY. THE
COMMUNAL RECOGNITION OF THIS MILESTONE CAN TAKE MANY FORMS IN OUR COMMUNITY.

JEWISH EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

MOST B’NAI MITZVAH ARE MARKED BY PARTICIPATION IN THE SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE. THE BAR/BAT
MITZVAH STANDS BEFORE THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY TO MARK HIS/HER TRANSITION TO MATURITY AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER JEWISH LAW AND BEFORE THE COMMUNITY OF PEERS WITH WHOM HE/SHE HAS
BEEN STUDYING AND PREPARING FOR THIS MOMENT. FOR THIS REASON, WE REQUIRE THAT CHILDREN
RECEIVE THEIR EDUCATION IN A COMMUNAL SETTING, EITHER AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL’S HEBREW SCHOOL
OR AT ANOTHER JEWISH DAY SCHOOL OR HEBREW SCHOOL. THIS EDUCATION SHOULD BEGIN NO LATER
THAN THE THIRD GRADE AND WILL INCLUDE PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMUNAL ASPECTS OF BAR/BAT
MITZVAH PREPARATION. IF YOUR CHILD HAS ATTENDED ANOTHER TWICE A WEEK HEBREW SCHOOL,
THE ATTENDANCE AT THAT SCHOOL MAY MEET OUR EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENT. PLEASE CALL OUR
OFFICE TO DISCUSS ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S JEWISH EDUCATION.



CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL LEARNING NEEDS

ALL JEWISH CHILDREN ARE WELCOME TO BECOME B’NAI MITZVAH AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL. IF YOUR CHILD
HAS A LEARNING CHALLENGE THAT AFFECTS HE OR HER LEARNING ABILITY TO LEARN IN A COMMUNAL
SETTING, PLEASE CONTACT US THAT WE CAN DISCUSS EDUCATIONAL ALTERNATIVES. IF YOUR CHILD HAS
A SPECIAL LEARNING NEED, OUR RABBI, CANTOR, AND TEACHERS ARE COMMITTED TO HELPING YOU
FIND THE BEST WAY TO PREPARE FOR THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH. PLEASE NOTE THAT SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS
CAN BE MADE TO ALLOW YOUR CHILD AND/OR OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES,
TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN THE CEREMONY. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT SPECIAL NEEDS, PLEASE
CALL THE OFFICE.

CONGREGATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

SINCE THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH IS A SACRED MOMENT FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY, WE REQUIRE THAT THE
FAMILY BE A MEMBER OF TEMPLE EMANU-EL AT THE $1,800 LEVEL OR ABOVE CONTINUOQUSLY FROM
THE BEGINNING OF THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH CHILD’S THIRD GRADE YEAR IN SCHOOL.



ALTERNATIVE CELEBRATIONS

THERE ARE OTHER SACRED MOMENTS FOR A CHILD TO MARK THEIR BAR/BAT MITZVAH AT TEMPLE
EMANU-EL IF THE FAMILY ARE NOT MEMBERS OF TEMPLE EMANU-EL. THESE SERVICES ARE DIFFERENT
THAN THE SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE AND CAN BE WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITIES FOR A BAR/BAT
MITZVAH IN A MORE INTIMATE SETTING. YOUR CHILD CAN READ TORAH AT A SPECIALLY SCHEDULED
MORNING MINYAN ON MONDAYS, THURSDAYS, OR ROSH CHODESH WHEN TORAH IS READ.

RENTAL FEES FOR THESE CELEBRATIONS ARE:

NON-MEMBER RATES

« FROST SANCTUARY - $1,500 (W/ RENTAL OF BALLROOM/SIRKIN HALL AND USE OF CATERER)
« FROST SANCTUARY - $1,800 (W/O RENTAL OF BALLROOM/SIRKIN HALL AND USE OF CATERER)
« FRIEDLAND BALLROOM - $1,500 (W/O RENTAL OF SANCTUARY)

« BLANK CHAPEL - $750

« SIRKIN HALL $500 (OR $250 W/ RENTAL OF CHAPEL OR BALLROOM)

MEMBER RATES

« FROST SANCTUARY $500 (W/RENTAL OF BALLROOM/SIRKIN HALL AND USE OF CATERER)

« FROST SANCTUARY $750 (W/O RENTAL OF BALLROOM/SIRKIN HALL AND USE OF CATERER)
« FRIEDLAND BALLROOM $500 (W/O RENTAL OF SANCTUARY)

« BLANK CHAPEL $250

« SIRKIN HALL - $250 ($100 WITH RENTAL OF CHAPEL OR BALLROOM)



THIRD/FOURTH/FIFTH GRADES - ASSIGNING DATES,
APPLICATIONS, AND FIRST MEETING

IN THE SPRING OF THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH CHILD’S FOURTH GRADE YEAR, OR THE YEAR THEY TURN 9

YEARS OF AGE, PARENTS ARE INVITED TO A MEETING WHICH THEY WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET
THE B’NAI MITZVAH STAFF, THE RABBI, THE CANTOR, AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL STAFF AT TEMPLE
EMANU-EL. INFORMATION REGARDING THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH JOURNEY IS DISTRIBUTED AND DISCUSSED
AND APPLICATIONS REQUESTING A BAR/BAT MITZVAH DATE ARE HANDED IN. THE INFORMATION YOU
PROVIDE IN YOUR COMPLETED BAR/BAT MITZVAH APPLICATION IS THE PRIMARY TOOL WE SUE IN GUIDING
YOUR CHILD AND YOUR FAMILY THROUGH THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH JOURNEY. PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR

APPLICATION AND BRING IT WITH YOU TO THE MEETING. YOU WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ASK ANY
QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE BEFORE HANDING IN YOUR APPLICATION.

SIXTH GRADE

STARTING IN JANUARY OF THE 6TH GRADE YEAR, ALL B’NAI MITZVAH CHILDREN AT TE ARE REQUIRED TO
ATTEND BI-MONTHLY SHABBAT MORNING SESSIONS FOR “JUNIOR MINYAN.” JUNIOR MINYAN IS A TIME
FOR B’NAI MITZVAH CHILDREN TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE SATURDAY MORNING SERVICE, ENGAGE
IN TORAH STUDY, AND BUILD FAMILIARITY WITH OTHER CHILDREN. THE TEACHERS OF TE’S HEBREW
SCHOOL WILL LEAD THE SERVICE. ALL 6TH GRADERS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND, WHETHER THEY ATTEND
THE TE HEBREW SCHOOL OR ANOTHER JEWISH DAY SCHOOL.



SEVENTH GRADE

ALL PRE-B’NAI MITZVAH CHILDREN CONTINUE TO GATHER ON SHABBAT MORNINGS FOR JUNIOR MINYAN.
IN ADDITION TO JUNIOR MINYAN, ALL B’NAI MITZVAH ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MINIMUM OF 18
SATURDAY MORNING SERVICES AND 12 FRIDAY EVENING SERVICES BEFORE THE SCHEDULED DATE OF
THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH. CHILDREN WHO ARE ATTENDING A BAR/BAT MITZVAH AT ANOTHER SYNAGOGUE
ARE EXCUSED FROM SERVICES. PLEASE NOTIFY YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER AHEAD OF TIME IF HE/SHE WILL
BE UNABLE TO ATTEND SHABBAT MORNING JUNIOR MINYAN.

FAMILY SHABBAT GATHERING

IN THE FALL OF 7TH GRADE, YOUR FAMILY WILL BE INVITED TO ATTEND A SHABBAT DINNER WITH OTHER
7TH GRADE FAMILIES. AFTER THE MEAL, PARENTS AND CHILDREN WILL ENGAGE IN PARALLEL LEARNING

WITH YOUR EDUCATIONAL STAFF. FAMILIES WILL EXPLORE THE JEWISH PERSPECTIVE ON SOME OF THE

THEMES OF THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH JOURNEY, INCLUDING MATURITY, RESPONSIBILITY, AND BLESSING.
ALSO, BOTH PARENTS AND CHILDREN WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
PRACTICAL AND SPIRITUAL ASPECTS OF THE BAR/BAT MITZVAH JOURNEY.






